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Having reached the end of a long day and a dense two-day program, with 

interesting talks and constructive contributions and questions from the 

audience, I would like just before closing this event to highlight a few points 

worth mentioning. 

 

I think that both the current program, and yesterday's public hearing, 

helped everyone to understand the complexity of the issue of 

electromagnetic fields and the risk that may pose to public health. The 

valuable contributions from all of you conferred to the meeting a 

participatory and pluralistic dimension, highlighting the value of a high-

level dialogue on such issues. 

 

I also think that the conference highlighted the value of the regulatory 

framework and the valuable contribution that can have to the protection of 

public health. 

 

A regulatory framework based on impartiality, taking into account in a 

rigorous manner the scientific data, but also clearly communicated to the 

public, is trustworthy and respected by all, and ultimately achieves its 

mission. 

 

Let me make a special reference to the representatives of the Member States 

which have elaborated on practices and policies followed in their countries. 

From the point of view of the Greek Atomic Energy Commission, as well as 

from the standpoint of the Greek Presidency, we cannot but to express our 

satisfaction with the immediacy of this communication and the exchange of 

views on common problems and common solutions under the umbrella of a 

European debate we had the pleasure to host. 
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In closing, I would like to thank: 

• DG Health and Consumers of the European Commission, in particular Mr. 

Stefan Schreck, Ms. Donata Meroni and Mr. Giulio Gallo for the excellent 

collaboration the last few months, 

• the General Secretariat for Research and Technology, in particular our 

Secretary General Mr. Christos Vasilakos, and the staff of the General 

Secretariat for their support and help, 

• the staff of the Office of the Greek Presidency in the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, 

• the distinguished speakers who shared with us their knowledge and 

experience, and those who chaired and coordinated the sessions, 

• the colleagues of the Greek Atomic Energy Commission who worked for 

the organization, with particular reference to Mr. Efthymios Karabetsos, 

Head of the Department of the Non-ionizing Radiation and to Ms. Vasiliki 

Tafili, Head of the Office of Communication and Public Relations, as well as 

the support team who tirelessly and effectively handled the practical 

aspects of the event, and of course 

• all of you for honoring us with your presence and took part in the 

meetings, yesterday and today. 

 

To those of you who have traveled to Athens for this meeting, I wish a 

pleasant stay and a safe trip back home. 

 

Thank you very much. 

 


